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COLONEL CRAIG S. OLSON 
Colonel Craig S. Olson is Acting Commander, C-5 Systems Group, Mobility Systems 
Wing, Aeronautical Systems Center, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.  He is 
responsible for both the C-5 avionics modernization (AMP) and reliability and re-engining 
programs (RERP)—multi-billion dollar efforts which will result in the aircraft being 
redesignated the C-5M.  He leads a government and industry team chartered to design, 
build, test, and modify the 112-aircraft fleet to make it viable for strategic lift 
requirements through the year 2040. 
 
Colonel Olson was commissioned in 1982 upon graduation from the United States Air 
Force Academy.  He has extensive operational, flight test, and program management 
experience.  As an operational weapon systems officer and electronic warfare officer, he 
has been an instructor and evaluator in the F-4E & F-4G in the air-to-air, air-to-ground, 
nuclear strike, and wild weasel missions.  As a flight test weapon systems officer, he 
conducted flight test on all models of the F-15, including the first F-15E tests of all-
weather terrain following radar, first terrain following AMRAAM launch, first delivery of 
the GBU-24 Low Level Laser Guided Bomb, and first dual night launch of the AGM-65D 
Imaging Infrared Maverick missile.  As a program manager, he served in the JSTARS 
Joint Program Office as Chief of JSTARS Advanced Development and Chief of the 
Radar Technology Integration Program.  In the Air Staff Special Programs Directorate, 
he served as Chief of the Advanced Aircraft Survivability Division.  Prior to assuming his 
current position, Colonel Olson was the Materiel Wing Director of the Navy-led V-22 
Joint Program Office, where he was responsible for all aspects of the development, 
production, and sustainment of the MV-22 and CV-22 tiltrotor variants. 
 
Colonel Olson is a Master Navigator with more than 1,900 hours in over 20 different 
aircraft.   
 
EDUCATION: 
1982  Bachelor of science, engineering mechanics, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 
1986  Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. 
1990  Master of science, mechanical engineering, Boston University, Boston, Mass 
1995  Air Command & Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.  



1999  Master of arts, national security and strategic studies, Naval War College, 
Newport, R.I.  
1999  Advanced Program Managers Course, Defense Acquisition University, Fort 
Belvoir, Va. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
1.  June 1982 – November 1983, Student, Undergraduate Navigator Training, Tactical 
Navigation, and Electronic Warfare Officer Training, Mather AFB, Calif. 
2.  November 1983 – August 1984, student, F-4 training, Homestead AFB, Fla.  
3.  August 1984 – May 1987, instructor weapon systems officer, 334th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, NC.  
4.  May 1987 – May 1990, instructor and standardization evaluation electronic warfare 
officer, 23rd Tactical Fighter Squadron, Spangdahlem AB, Germany 
5.  May 1990 – June 1991, student, USAF Test Pilot School, Edwards AFB, Calif. 
6.  June 1991 – July 1994, instructor and standardization evaluation flight test weapon 
systems officer, 415th Flight Test Squadron, Edwards AFB, Calif. 
7.  July 1994 – June 1995, student, Air Command & Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
8.  June 1995 – July 1998, Chief, Advanced Development and Chief, Radar Technology 
Insertion Program, Joint STARS Joint Program Office, Hanscom AFB, Mass. 
9.  July 1998 – June 1999, student, College of Naval Warfare, Naval War College, 
Newport, R.I. 
10. June 1999 – January 2002, Deputy and Chief, Advanced Aircraft Survivability 
Division, Directorate of Special Programs, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington 
D.C. 
11. January 2002 – November 2005, Deputy Program Manager and Materiel Wing 
Director, V-22 Joint Program Office, NAS Patuxent River, MD.  
12. November 2005 – present, Acting Commander, C-5 Systems Group, Mobility 
Systems Wing, Aeronautical Systems Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 
 
FLIGHT INFORMATION 
Rating:  Master Navigator 
Flight hours:  More than 1900 
Aircraft flown:  More than 20, primarily the F-4D/E/G and F-15B/D/E  
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 
Defense Superior Service Medal 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster 
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION: 
Second Lieutenant  June 2,  1982  
First Lieutenant  June 2,  1984  
Captain   June 2,  1986  
Major    July 1,   1994 
Lieutenant Colonel  Jan. 1,   1998 
Colonel   Aug. 1,   2002 
 
(Current as of January 2006) 
 


